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This Instructor’s Guide is for you!

It provides you with the material you need to lead
a class or group study of the ICI study guide The
Church. The lesson plan for each class session will
help you integrate the text, available teaching aids,
and group discussion into an informative and inspira-
tional learning experience.

The Instructor’s Guide will suggest ideas and
materials to conduct sessions in a classroom or small
group setting. This “Introduction” will answer questions
about what you will do and what you will need for the
sessions. It will also show you some group study ap-
proaches to use with the ICI study guide The Church.

HOW TO GET THE MOST FROM YOUR
INSTRUCTOR’S GUIDE

1. VERY IMPORTANT! Resist the temptation to
begin developing lesson materials until you have
carefully read this introductory section. The infor-
mation here will help you to develop an effective
instructional program for the ICI Christian Life
course The Church.

2. After you have read the introductory material,
take time to acquaint yourself with the entire
course by reading the study guide through quickly
at one sitting. This will help you understand the
overall plan and organization of the course. Do
not answer the study questions at this time. You
will do this as part of your preparation prior to
each group study session.

3. Be sure you understand how to adapt lesson
materials to your own needs using the suggestions
given for each session. This will be your key to
developing interesting and stimulating lessons.

4. Address any inquiries concerning your use of this
course or the enrollment of your students in the
ICI certificate programs to the local ICI office
whose address is stamped below:

In case no address is shown and you do not know
the address of the ICI office in your area, then please
write to the following address:

Global University
1211 South Glenstone Avenue

Springfield, Missouri 65804 USA

OVERVIEW OF THE CHURCH
(CL4140)

The Church is the fourth course of Unit I in the ICI
Christian Life Series. This study looks at the origin of
the church according to God’s plan, its history, and its
future. It looks at what the church is as the body of
Christ. Most importantly, it focuses on the believer’s
place in the church. There are many practical ways in
which the believer can be more useful to Christ and His
church. These include responsibilities to the members of
the church, to the world or unbelievers, and to God.

There are many different ideas about the church,
even within Christendom. Some of these ideas are
true, but others are false. This course will show what
the Bible says about them.

“WHAT SHOULD I KNOW?”

About the Christian Life Program
ICI’s Christian Life Program is a series of 18

courses designed to help new converts grow and
mature spiritually. Written on a level most people can
understand, these learning tools will help new believ-
ers begin their life in Christ and build a sturdy founda-
tion on the Word of God. A course listing is provided
in the back of this manual.

ICI study guides, such as The Church, are appro-
priate for use in guided independent study, new
converts classes, cell groups, home Bible study, youth
groups, Bible clubs, one-on-one discipleship pro-
grams, and many other uses.
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About Different Study Options
ICI courses can be studied with different purposes

in mind.
For Recognition. The ICI National Director awards

certificates on successful completion of the course for
students who have officially enrolled with ICI and
submitted all Unit Student Reports for grading. Unit
Student Reports are graded by the ICI Director, or if
the course is being offered by an ICI Learning Center, by
the Learning Center Supervisor, or if the course is being
studied in a group setting, by the Group Leader. It is the
responsibility of the Instructor or Group Leader to
submit the Unit Student Reports to the ICI office.

For Personal Enrichment. Some students prefer
to obtain the textbook and follow the course of study
without formal enrollment. To do this, students simply
purchase and use the study guide for their own in-
struction and inspiration. No student evaluation mate-
rials are used, no tuition is charged, and no certificate
is received. Christian Life courses can be studied for
personal enrichment individually or in a classroom or
group setting.

“WHAT SHOULD I HAVE?”

For the Teacher
The ICI Study Guide The Church (CL4140)
Instructor’s Guide The Church
The Holy Bible New International Version (NIV),
1978 edition.
Quotations in the Study Guide are from Good
News Bible, Today’s English Version and The
King James Version.

For the Student
The ICI Study Guide The Church (CL4140)
The Holy Bible New International Version (NIV),
1978 edition.

Optional Teaching Aids
Audio cassette tapes and player
Copy machine
Overhead projector
Chalkboard or other writing surface

“WHAT SHOULD I DO?”

Three to Six Months in Advance
1. Set the date.
2. Announce the class.
3. Order the materials.
4. Begin to pray for God’s guidance and blessing on

the sessions.
One to Two Months in Advance
1. Promote the class.
2. Personally enlist individuals to join the class.

3. Arrange for equipment if it is to be borrowed or
rented.

Before the First Session Meets
1. Read the entire study guide The Church.
2. Do all the written work for the first lesson just as

all students will do.
3. Preview the audio materials to be used.
4. Review the first session mentally, rehearsing eve-

rything you will do and all that you need. Be
certain everything is ready and in working order.
Make a checklist of things to do and use it to
double check the readiness of the classroom and
equipment. Such a checklist might include the
following:
a. Be sure all audio equipment to be used is in

operating order and that you know how to use
it. Do a “practice run,” using the audio mate-
rials for the first session. Do the same with the
overhead projector.

b. See that chalkboard, chalk, eraser, or other
materials for writing on a board are available.

c. Prepare all materials to be handed out for the
first session.

d. Try to anticipate how many will be attending
the sessions and provide adequate seating.

“WHAT TEACHING METHODS SHOULD
I USE?”

A variety of methods is probably the best teaching
method! No technique, however good, should be
used exclusively or constantly. Successful teachers
use many methods, overlapping one with another and
weaving all together to make learning a rewarding and
pleasant experience.

Jesus used many teaching methods. For example,
He gave lectures, asked questions, led discussions,
told stories, and taught object lessons. He taught mass
crowds, small groups, and individuals. He was the
Master Teacher in the message He taught and in the
methods He used. You, too, can use a variety of
methods, including some that may be new to you. You
will probably feel more comfortable and confident
with certain methods; however, you can broaden your
experience by trying new ways of teaching from time
to time as you improve the ones with which you feel
most comfortable.

All ICI materials are specifically designed for
independent study. For this reason, you should use
teaching methods that take advantage of the study the
students have done. Some of these methods are briefly
explained below. The discussion and question and
answer methods will be especially helpful as you
encourage the students to participate actively in class-
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room learning experiences.
Use your students’ research; let them raise issues,

ask questions, give answers, provide illustrations,
draw conclusions, and make applications. Individual
participation will add interest, information, and ex-
citement to the classroom or group. You may have
teachers or future teachers in your class. Since we tend
to teach the way we were taught, this is an opportunity
for you to teach by example how to use a variety of
teaching techniques.

Group Study Method. There are different ways to
approach the study of the materials in the study guide.
The lesson plans we have developed work best if your
students study the lesson before coming to class.
However, some students may find that their busy lives
prevent them from preparing lessons outside of class.
If this is so, then try the approach below as a way to
study the lesson materials. It will work best if you have
several hours for your study session each week.

Each member of the group has a study guide. The
group divides into twos, threes, or fours and works
together through as much of the lesson as possible in
45-60 minutes. The leader serves as a resource person
for the small groups. At the end of the group study
period, follow the lesson plan for the session provided
in the Instructor’s Guide to stimulate discussion and
further analysis of the lesson. A variation of the above
would be for the leader to set the pace of study by
guiding the group section by section through the
lesson. In either case, the leader must be thoroughly
prepared by studying the lesson in advance.

Lecture Method. Many teachers use the lecture
method. It is both the most popular and most criticized
method of teaching. One of its major disadvantages is
that it focuses on the teacher and not on the students.
However, it has the advantage of making an efficient
use of the time and keeping the teaching session on
course. There will be times when you will use the
lecture method in teaching this course; however, other
methods may be more appropriate to use most of the
time because of the nature of the material and the class
or group structure.

Discussion Method. Leading a group discussion
is very different from lecturing to a class. In a small
group study the leader acts as a moderator of the
discussion while others do most of the talking. The use
of this method is encouraged for ICI courses. The
following guidelines will help ensure a successful
small group discussion.

• Keep the discussion on the main topic or theme of
the lesson. If the discussion seems to wander,
bring it back on course by asking a question or
saying something like this, “That’s an interesting

point, but let’s focus our discussion on the main
idea here.”

• Encourage everyone to participate. Ask ques-
tions, seek opinions, draw out applications and
conclusions from the group. Encourage the shy
members to contribute. Be sensitive; don’t embar-
rass those who are less inclined to participate.

• Periodically, restate and summarize the points
being discussed. Seek to isolate the most impor-
tant concerns of the group members and focus
discussion on applications of the lesson to these
needs. You may find it helpful to summarize the
main points of the discussion on the board or in
writing to help students remember the lesson.

• Be free with compliments. Encourage participa-
tion by expressing appreciation for the contribu-
tions made.

• Handle wrong statements with caution. When a
person makes an incorrect statement, tactfully
lead the discussion to show a better, preferable, or
more correct position. Don’t embarrass the one
who erred. If the matter can’t be dealt with in class
without embarrassment, talk to the individual
personally outside of class.

• Encourage group members to go beyond cliches
and stock theological phrases. Ask for explana-
tions of theological terminology. Seek to state the
cliche in another way to ensure that the student
understands what is being said.

• Ask for interpretations, conclusions, and applica-
tions of the lessons that will make them meaningful
to the individuals. Where possible, help the stu-
dents to practice what they learn.

• Encourage the students to prepare the lessons in
their study guide prior to group meetings. In this
way the discussions will be most profitable for
everyone.

In planning the group discussion sessions, try to
select activities and questions from the Instructor’s
Guide that are most relevant to the needs of your
group, and most likely to stimulate discussion. You
may want to make a list of questions that relate to the
specific needs and interests of your class.

The physical arrangement of the classroom is
important, too. You will probably want to avoid the
more formal classroom arrangement that is usually
associated with the lecture method: a lectern at the
front with rows of chairs facing it. A better arrange-
ment for a small group using the methods suggested
here would be a semicircle of chairs facing the discus-
sion leader’s chair. This arrangement tends to create a
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feeling of openness and freedom that will encourage
participation. A writing board and overhead projector
(if used) should be just behind the group leader’s chair
so that they are readily available. The writing board
and projection screen should be easy for everyone to
see.

Question And Answer Method. Jesus used the
“Question and Answer Method” most effectively to
gain attention, stir thinking, clarify or illustrate truth,
advance arguments, and apply the lessons He taught.
“Ask good questions and you will get good answers”
is a bit of good advice on the matter. Good questions
are not open-ended or pointless; they are purposeful
and practical. Questions should point back to basic
truths for answers. Avoid questions that have “yes” or
“no” answers. To maintain interest, ask the question
first, then call on someone to answer. Questions
should be clear and to the point. “Who?” “What?”
“Where?” “When?” are questions that tend to get
factual answers; “How?” and “Why?” are more
thought-provoking because they stimulate reasoning
and assessment. Learn to answer some questions with
a question to provoke the inquirer to think through
some things. Ask good questions; make students
think!

The question and answer method will be very
effective in these studies when combined with discus-
sion of material in the group setting. Good questions
will keep the discussion on track and lead the group to
proper conclusions and applications of the material.

Mixing Teaching Methods. There are many teach-
ing methods. You probably know about and have
used several of them. It is important that you employ
a variety of methods as you teach in order to set a good
example of teaching and communicating your mes-
sage.

For additional help with teaching methods, con-
sult the ICI Pastor’s Manual: A Guide for Evangelism
and Church Ministries. You may obtain a copy from
your local ICI Director or from the International
Office of ICI in Irving, Texas.

“HOW CAN I ADAPT THE COURSE
SCHEDULE?”

Adapt the Schedule to Your Situation. The
Instructor’s Guide is designed to supplement the
study guide when it is used in a classroom setting or
group study. It can be used whether students are
studying for recognition or personal enrichment. It is
structured to give help in using the materials available,
including the study guide, audio cassettes, and other
teacher aids. The Instructor’s Guide contains more
material and suggestions for instruction than time will

allow in any class session. This provides the instructor
with several options for using the material.

The study guide for The Church contains eight
lessons. The course can be completed in eight weeks
by covering one lesson each week. Other study for-
mats are possible.

Some Possible Formats for
Class Sessions and Seminars

Eight Sessions (8 Class Hours):
8 weeks, 1 hour each week

Four-Day Seminar (8 Class Hours):
Four 2-hour sessions, any four consecutive days

Week-End Seminar (8 Class Hours):
Friday: 3 hours; Saturday: 5 hours

Adapt the Lesson Plans to Your Needs. The
lesson plans given in the Instructor’s Guide are in-
tended to be used in a flexible manner according to the
needs and circumstances of each teaching situation.
In many cases, alternative activities are given and
together with the discussion questions there is more
material than can normally be handled in a 50-60
minute study session.

You will need to select those activities and ques-
tions that are most appropriate for your students. The
time limits shown are approximations for each activity
and can be used to help you in your planning. But bear
in mind that for a particular group of students an
activity may take more or less time than is suggested.
You should be sensitive to the pace of your student.
Don’t let the activity drag on too long or curtail it
before most students have completed it. These kinds
of adjustments will become easier for you as you gain
experience with the lesson plans.

“WHAT TEACHING AIDS ARE
AVAILABLE?”

Exercise Sheets and Visual Aids. Exercise sheets
and/or visual aids are provided for the sessions. They
can be found at the back of the Instructor’s Guide.
Since the exercise sheets are to be completed during
the session, it is necessary to photocopy them in
advance. They can also be used to make transparen-
cies for an overhead projector. If these machines are
not available, you can copy the questions from the
exercise sheets onto a board or put them on newsprint
for display. Students can then write their answers on
blank sheets of paper. If possible, make transparen-
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cies of the visual aids to display on an overhead
projector.

Audio. ICI is developing audio programs to ac-
company the Christian Life courses. When available,
these may be rented or purchased from your ICI
Director for use in independent study or in a class-
room or group setting. There are fifteen-minute audio
discussions for each lesson. Consult your ICI Director
regarding their availability. The lesson plans have
been developed to provide for this possibility.

The Mixed-Media Method. Two basic prepara-
tions must be made to use audio teaching aids with the
printed text in the classroom setting. First, just as the
textbook must be studied, so audio must be pre-
viewed. This is necessary in order to decide what part
of each lesson is to be presented at what place and time
in the classroom session. Notes of segments to be used
from each must be made. You can pinpoint locations
of segments by observing the tape counter on the
machine. Be sure to log length of segments in minutes
and seconds. All this information becomes an integral
part of the lesson plan in the same way you plan and
prepare printed materials for presentation. This is
time-consuming and tedious, but it is rewarding in the
classroom.

Second, you must set up and test the audio player
just prior to the teaching session. Thorough prepara-
tion of materials, proper operation of the machine, and
smooth transitions from one medium to another will
result in an efficient presentation and an effective
learning experience.

Additional Study Resources. For instructors and
group leaders who wish to do additional study on the
subject of Christian living prior to conducting the
sessions, the following sources may be helpful:
Dobbins, Richard D. The Family-Friendly Church: A

Caring Church in a Broken World. Altamonte
Springs, Florida: Creation House, 1989.

Getz, Gene A. Building Up One Another. Wheaton,
Illinois: Victor Books, 1976.

Getz, Gene A. The Measure of a Church. Glendale,
California: Regal Books, 1975.

Horner, Jerry. Living in the Family: Fellowship in the
New Testament. Atlanta, Georgia: Lamp Press,
1982.

Martin, Ralph P. The Family and the Fellowship: New
Testament Images of the Church. Grand Rapids,
Michigan: Wm B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1980.

Martin, William J. The Church in Mission. Springfield,
Missouri: Gospel Publishing House, 1986.

EVALUATING THE STUDY SESSIONS

Whether you teach in a classroom setting or direct
a small group discussion, it is a good practice to collect
evaluation information on the study sessions. You can
use this information to improve the course as you
conduct it and to assist in planning for future courses.
You will find two questionnaires for this purpose at
the back of the Instructor’s Guide. The first form asks
for your own observations on how things seem to be
going. Use it once following the first few sessions and
on one other occasion during the course.

The second is a brief questionnaire for the stu-
dents to complete. Duplicate this form and use it at the
end of a group session on two or more occasions
during the course. It will provide you with valuable
feedback on how students feel about the sessions. Be
sure to have them complete the form anonymously.
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SESSION PURPOSE

1
SESSION

This session will help the student explain God’s plan for the church, identify
Jesus’ role in this plan, and relate God’s eternal plan to present problems.

Personal Preparation

1. Begin your personal preparation with prayer that God will prepare your heart to teach
the truths in His Word. Pray that God will do a renewing work in your life as you seek to
be His instrument in helping to bring about change in the lives of others.

2. Pray for the students that you will have in your class. Ask God to prepare their hearts
to receive His Word so that it might take root and produce a harvest.

3. Maintain your personal devotional time. Your personal walk with the Lord is
foundational to all other preparation that you do to teach this course.

Lesson Preparation

1. The study guide assignment is Lesson 1 (pp. 10-21). Work through the lesson in
the study guide as a student would. Some of your students will study the lesson
ahead of class. Some probably will not. Be prepared for both cases.

2. Pay attention to the lesson outline and objectives. They will guide your teaching
activities. To meet special needs in your class, you may wish to add one or more
objectives of your own. Be aware that such additions will affect the amount of
time you will have to deal with the other content of the lesson.

3. As you read, the Holy Spirit will give you ideas and insights for teaching this
material. Record ideas as they come to you so that you will not forget them.
Consider how these ideas and principles can be applied to the lives of your
students.

4. Look up and meditate on each verse used in the study guide and this manual. Be able
to explain their meaning. A goal of this course is to familiarize your students with God’s
Word and assist them in understanding it. Refer to Bible study aids if they are available,
including the resources listed in the Introduction to this manual.

5. Review the lesson plan below and select those learning activities that best fit your goals
and available time. Decide how much time you plan to devote to each part of this session.

6. Materials you will need during this session include photocopies of the Exercise Sheet
for Lesson 1. If you do not have a photocopier, you may write the questions on the
chalkboard or other writing surface for the students to read. Prepare slips of paper to
use in the “Approaching the Lesson” section of the lesson.

STEPS IN
PREPARATION
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Optional Preparation

If you have the ICI audio tapes for this course, listen to Lesson 1. This may give you
ideas to include in your lesson. You may also wish to play selected portions to your
class.

OPTIONAL
ACTIVITIESa. Get-acquainted activity (5 minutes).

Have students introduce themselves and tell three facts about
themselves to help them get to know each other.

b. Audio presentation for Lesson 1 (5-15 minutes).
Be sure the equipment is ready, if you plan to listen to the tape for
this lesson.

Introduction (pp. 10-11)

1. Give each student a slip of paper and have them write on it the first word that comes
to mind when you say “church.” Collect these and list the responses on a chalkboard
or other writing surface.

2. Ask your students, “Where did the word ‘church’ originate?” Answer: with Jesus.
Read Matthew 16:18 and ask these questions:

a. “Whose church is it? Why can Jesus say it is ‘my church’?” Answer: Jesus is
the Builder and Owner of the church by virtue of His atoning sacrifice at
Calvary (see Acts 20:28).

b. “Why does Jesus use the word ‘build’ instead of ‘create’?” Answer: Jesus could have
brought a completed church into existence by a single creative act. Instead, He chose
to bring His church into being little by little. The growth of His church is very much
like the mustard seed that grew, eventually becoming way beyond what anyone would
have imagined possible (see Matthew 13:31-32).

c. “What does Jesus mean by promising, ‘and the gates of Hades will not overcome
it’?” Answer: The church is under attack by demonic forces. It is opposed by
wicked men and evil governments of this world. Such attacks are inevitable but
the victory for the church is certain. (See also John 16:33; Romans 16:20;
Ephesians 6:10-13; Revelation 12;13-16; 17:14; 20:7-10.)

d. “How does Jesus plan to build His church?” Answer: His instruments include
Peter, the other apostles, and all believers down through the centuries. We are
called “living stones” (1 Peter 2:5).

THE BEGINNING OF THE CHURCH (pp. 12-14)

Objective 1. Tell how God’s plan for the church began. (p. 12)

1. Read Ephesians 1:4-5 and ask, “When did God originate His plan for the church?”
Answer: before the creation of the world. Note: You may be asked to explain
predestination. “The word ‘predestine’ or ‘predestinate’ is never used in the New
Testament to refer to anything other than the arena of salvation” (J. Rodman Williams,

APPROACHING
THE LESSON
(5 minutes)

EXPLORING THE
LESSON
(50 minutes)
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Renewal Theology, 1990, Vol. 2, p. 17). Our calling to salvation had its origin before
there ever was a world. Thus, works~even the best of them~can have absolutely
nothing to do with our salvation. God took the initiative to reach out and choose us.
“His grace eternally preceded our call to salvation” as John 15:16 states (Williams, p.
16). God’s predestining (choosing, electing) does not rule out human responsibility.
Each of us must respond in faith to God.

2. Explain that God’s plan for the church encompassed the Jews as well as the Gentiles
(all non-Jews). Refer to Ephesians 3:5-6 and ask, “Who is included in the church?”
Answer: All those who believe in Christ, from every nation, Jew and Gentile. Note:
“Mystery” or “secret” in the Bible means truth known only by divine revelation. In this
passage it refers to God’s private and wise plan of ultimately unifying believing Jews
with believing Gentiles into a new body called the church. God’s plan or “mystery”
was temporarily hidden but is now being revealed stage by stage.

THE GLORIOUS FUTURE OF THE CHURCH (pp. 14-16)

Objective 2. State how God’s plan for the future of the church involves Christ.              (p.
14)

1. Observe that God has many things in store for the church. Read John 17:24, which is
part of Jesus’ High Priestly prayer. Ask, “Where is Jesus right now?” Answer: in
heaven at the right hand of the Father. The phrase “my glory” refers to the majesty and
splendor that Christ enjoyed before His Incarnation and was soon to enjoy again after
His Ascension. Ask, “What is Jesus praying for?” Answer: He wants (wills) Christians
to come into their greatest blessing~eternal fellowship with Him. His prayer has not
yet been answered, but it will be.

2. Group discussion: Divide your students into groups of 4 or 5 and hand out copies of
the Exercise Sheet for Lesson 1. Tell your students that they will be reading and
discussing one of the most detailed passages in the Bible concerning how God
will answer Jesus’ prayer in John 17:24. After the groups have had time to answer
the exercise sheet, have them reassemble as a single group and share their
answers. You may refer to the answers given at the end of this lesson plan.

PRESENT CONDITION OF THE CHURCH (pp. 17-20)

The Purpose of the Church (pp. 17-18)

Objective 3. List two of the present purposes of the church. (p. 17)

1. Comment that Ephesians 3:1-10 describes the first purpose of the church. The key
verse is verse 10.

a. Define “the rulers and authorities” as evil spiritual beings under Satan’s
control (see Ephesians 6:12). The “heavenly realms” are a sphere where evil
as well as good forces are at work. Note that these “rulers and authorities” are
looking at the church as the place where God’s manifold wisdom should be
shown. In other words, we (the church) are being observed!

b. Ask, “What is that ‘manifold wisdom’ these ‘rulers and authorities’ are to see in
the church?” Have students reread verses 1-10. Answer: The study guide author
writes, “Paul explains that God’s purpose for the church is to defeat the evil spirits
in this world” (p. 17). Since this is not obvious from the passage, add this
comment: The church brings together men and women of all races and nations as
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forgiven sinners. Individually and corporately, they display Christ and continue
His work. The “rulers and authorities” are defeated every time one sinner is saved
and becomes a part of the church.

2. Comment that the second general purpose of the church is described in Ephesians
3:20-21. Ask, “What is it?” Answer: God displays in us and through us far more
than we ever dreamed possible, bringing glory to Himself.

The Suffering of the Church (pp. 18-20)

Objective 4. Explain why Christians sometimes suffer. (p. 18)

1. Review the four biblical explanations for suffering described on pages 19-20 in
the study guide.

2. Share a personal example of suffering or an illustration from your reading which
shows God’s great power at work.

Conclusion

1. Ask if anyone is experiencing persecution from their family or at work for their
profession of Christ. Read 1 Peter 3:13-22; 4:12-19. It is good to remember that
the general purposes of the church are to defeat evil and bring glory to God. So
often these purposes are fulfilled through our suffering.

2. Have someone share a testimony of victory in the face of persecution or recount
Jesus’ attitude of forgiveness when on the cross He asked the Father to forgive
those who persecuted him. Pray for those who are facing persecution at this time,
that God would strengthen them and that their witness might be effective.

Assignment for Next Session

1. Assign Lesson 2, “The History of the Church,” asking the question, “What did
Jesus mean when He said, ‘I will build my church’?” Encourage students to
complete all the study questions.

2. Have students write a biblical definition of the church to bring to the next session.

3. Tell students that you will assign a key passage from each lesson for them to
memorize. Have them memorize Ephesians 1:4-5, “For he chose us in him before
the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he
predestined us to be adopted as his sons though Jesus Christ, in accordance with
his pleasure and will” (NIV).

4. As background for the next lesson, have students read Acts 1-9, if possible, and
memorize Acts 1:8, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and
to the ends of the earth” (NIV).

ANSWERS TO EXERCISE SHEET

1. “Fallen asleep” is a metaphor for death. Christians view death as a sleep from which
one awakens to resurrection life.

APPLYING THE
LESSON
(5 minutes)
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2. By not saying that Jesus “slept” Paul suggests that Jesus experienced the full horror
of death so that we would not have to.

3. The common word is “rapture.”

4. The “dead in Christ” will be raised first. Then, believers who are still alive at the time
of Christ’s coming will be gathered together with them to join Him and forever be with
Him. Whether we “fall asleep” or are alive at the second coming, we will experience
in full the glory of Christ’s appearing.

5. After death, the saved go immediately into the Lord’s presence. This is an intermediate
state, a disembodied state, between death and resurrection. While death ushers
Christians into the presence of the Lord, they do not receive their resurrection bodies
until the time of Christ’s second coming.

6. No date or time is ever set in Scripture.

7. The second coming of Christ includes the rapture of the saints, which is our blessed
hope, followed by the visible return of Christ with His saints to reign on the earth for
one thousand years.



Session One—God's Plan for the Church 13



CL4140—The Church—IG14

SESSION PURPOSE

2
SESSION

This session will help the student trace the history of the church, understand the
cause of some of the problems in the church, and define a number of organizational
patterns in the church.

Personal Preparation

1. Spend time in prayer that the Holy Spirit will quicken the truths contained in this
lesson to your heart and mind.

2. Pray for your students, for their spiritual as well as physical needs. Pray that God
would change their lives as they seek to develop a closer relationship with Him.

Lesson Preparation

1. Work through the study guide assignment Lesson 2 (pp. 22-37). Note the lesson
outline and objectives. Add any objectives you think are appropriate. These will
guide your lesson activities.

2. Look up all verses of Scripture in the study guide and this manual. Be able to
explain their meaning. Refer to Bible study aids if they are available.

3. Review the lesson plan below and select those learning activities that best fit your
goals and available time.

4. Materials you will need include Visual Aid TC 2-1. You may wish to make a
transparency of this to use on an overhead projector, if one is available.

Optional Preparation

If you have the ICI audio tapes for this course, listen to Lesson 2.

STEPS IN
PREPARATION

a. Review of last session (5 minutes).
Review briefly in class any material not covered to your
satisfaction from the last session.

b. Audio presentation for Lesson 2 (5-15 minutes).
Be sure your equipment is operational.

OPTIONAL
ACTIVITIES
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Introduction (pp. 22-23)

1. Remind the students that in the first lesson, we saw the church from the viewpoint of
eternity, God’s finished plan. In this lesson we will look at the church from the
viewpoint of the earth. We will find out what has happened in the church’s life
from the Day of Pentecost to the present.

2. Have students share their definitions of the church. The focus of this lesson will
be on the full meaning of Jesus’ words, “I will build my church.” We will explore
how Jesus began His church and continues to build it today.

THE CHURCH IS BORN (pp. 24-26)

Objective 1. Describe what happened on the Day of Pentecost and explain the
significance of the events that followed. (p. 24)

1. Comment that this portion of the lesson is based on Acts 1-2. Have students read Acts 1:4-
8 where Jesus gives final instructions to His disciples. Ask these questions:

a. “What does Jesus want the disciples to do?” Answer: to stay in Jerusalem until
they are baptized in the Holy Spirit (vs. 4-5). Note: This is not something that
Jesus considers optional. It is a command. Write the phrase “BAPTISM IN
THE HOLY SPIRIT” at the top of the chalkboard.

b. “Why is being baptized in the Holy Spirit so important, according to Jesus?”
Answer: They would receive power (v. 8). Write the word “POWER” under
the word “baptism.”

c. “What is the purpose of this power?” Answer: to be Christ’s witnesses (v. 8).
Write “WITNESS” under the word “power.” Explain that the primary purpose
of the baptism of the Holy Spirit is to empower us to witness or describe what
Jesus has done for us.

2. Have students recite Acts 1:8. Refer to the end of Acts 1:8, “and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Display Visual Aid TC 2-1, “The Growth of the Church.” Point out how the
growth of the church paralleled Jesus’ words.

3. Group discussion: Divide your students into groups of 3 to 5 and have them work
together on the “For You to Do” exercises on pages 24-25 in the study guide.
Allow five minutes for this. Reassemble the class and quickly review the answers.

4. Have students turn to Acts 2:42-47. Ask, “What activities did the early Christians
engage in?”

a. List these on the chalkboard as they are given: (1) devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching; (2) the fellowship~corporate fellowship of believers in
worship; (3) the breaking of bread~probably the Lord’s Supper; (4) prayer;
(5) gave to the needy among them; (6) met together in the temple courts
(church); (7) broke bread in their homes; (8) praising God.

b. Observe how many times the words “everyone,” “all,” and “together” appear
in this passage. This means unity. Ask, “What was the result of this unity?”
Answer: The Lord increased their number daily (v. 47).

5. Based on their reading of Acts 4-9, have your students describe some of the
trouble and suffering experienced by the early church and then note the outcome
in each case. List responses on the chalkboard as follows:

APPROACHING
THE LESSON
(5 minutes)

EXPLORING THE
LESSON
(50 minutes)
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Problem Outcome

a. arrest of Peter and John (4:4) a. many believed (4:5)
b. threats against Peter & John b. they were let go (4:21)
c. Ananias & Sapphira lie (5:3) c. they died
d. arrest of all the apostles (5:18) d. miraculous deliverance
e. complaints by Grecian Jews (6:1) e. proposal pleased everyone (6:5)
f. Stephen falsely accused (6:11) f. Stephen martyred (7:59)
g. great persecution of church (8:1) g. church scattered
h. Saul on way to Damascus (9:3) h. Saul converted

6. Have students identify the pattern emerging based on the “outcomes” above.
Answer: Christ builds His church in spite of persecution. The result of what
happened so far in Acts is that Christ’s words in 1:8 came to pass (refer to the
bottom of page 25 in the study guide).

THE CHURCH IS MADE LEGAL (pp. 26-27)

Objective 2. State why the church began to organize itself. (p. 26)

1. Ask, “Why do we need organization in the church?” Responses may include, “To
get things done,” “To avoid confusion,” “Somebody has to be in charge.”

2. Explain that the church’s first step towards organization is recorded in Acts 6:1-
6. Have your students read this passage. Ask, “What was organized?” Answer:
a group of deacons. Ask, “What was their job description?” Answer: to administer
the daily distribution of food (v. 1) and to wait on tables (v. 2). Then ask this
follow-up question: “Why did the church begin to organize itself?” Answer: to
respond to needs within the body of believers.

3. Comment that there were other needs, such as the need to verify whether or not
certain activities were of God. Have your students read Acts 8:9-17. Ask, “Do you
see any sign of church organization in this passage?” Answer: Yes, the apostles
in Jerusalem “sent Peter and John” to Samaria to obtain firsthand information
about what was happening there. Observe that at this early juncture, Peter and
John were sent “by the apostles” (meaning the other ten), not by a particular
apostle.

THE CHURCH IS DAMAGED (pp. 28-29)

Objective 3. Explain why problems developed in the church. (p. 28)

1. Refer your students to Acts 20:28-31, asking, “What dangers to the church did
Paul forewarn the elders of Ephesus?” Answer: It is twofold: (1) savage wolves
would come in (v. 29); (2) men from their own number would distort the truth and
draw others away (v. 30).

2. Explain that this warning became a reality several years later. History strongly
suggests that John the Beloved Apostle (author of the Gospel of John, Revelation,
and the epistles of John) lived at Ephesus the last years of his long life after he was
released from prison on Patmos. In 3 John we see a portrait of a man called
Diotrephes who had become a dictatorial leader in one of the churches in the
province of Asia. Read this very short letter, observing John’s description of the
man.
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a. List his traits on the chalkboard:
He loved to be first among the other brothers.
He would have nothing to do with John and his associates.
He gossiped maliciously about John and his associates.
He refused to welcome the brothers.
He stopped others in the church from receiving them.
He even excommunicated those who did so.

b. Ask, “How could such an ungodly man rise to a place of leadership in a
church?” Answer: Observe John’s emphasis on the “truth” in verses 3-4. This
bears a striking similarity to Paul’s warning in Acts 20:30.

3. Comment that the study guide gives some pros and cons about monasteries. Have
your students identify a number of Jesus’ commands that one could not obey if
he were living in a monastery. These would include all kinds of ministry to the
needs of others, witness, being salt and light.

THE CHURCH IS REFORMED (pp. 30-33)

Changes in Teaching (pp. 30-31)

Objective  4. List three biblical teachings restored by Martin Luther. (p. 30)

1. Write on the chalkboard this saying by Martin Luther and his followers: “Scripture
alone, faith alone, grace alone.” Have your students explain what it means and
give Scripture verses to back it up. For example, Revelation 22:18-19; Ephesians
2:8-9; Romans 10:9-10.

2. Read 1 Peter 1:18-21. We must never forget that it is the blood of Jesus that
cleanses us from our sins. No works, no penance can ever do this. This seems to
be one of the key areas where the truth is distorted and people get into trouble.

Changes in Organization (pp. 31-33)

Objective 5. Describe several kinds of church organization. (p. 31)

1. Summarize the kinds of organization discussed on page 32 of the study guide.
Which is most similar to your church?

2. Point out that the Bible does not endorse a particular organizational model.
Instead, it emphasizes the spiritual qualifications of church leaders, as in 1
Timothy 3.

THE CHURCH IS REVIVED (pp. 33-36)

Evangelical Movement (p. 34)

Objective 6. Explain why revival was needed. (p. 34)

1. Have students identify the things about Wesley’s day that made revival needed.

2. Ask, “What things in our own society show us that we need revival?”
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Pentecostal Movement (pp. 35-36)

Objective 7. Describe what is different about the pentecostal movement. (p. 35)

1. Ask, “What distinguishes the pentecostal movement from evangelical movements?”
Answer: Note especially the spiritual experience of the baptism of the Holy Spirit for
which the pentecostal movement is known. Pentecostals believe all the gifts of the
Spirit are for today including healings, speaking in tongues, prophecy and knowledge.

2. Have students use Acts 1:8 to explain the rapid growth of the pentecostal movement
in the world today. Answer: The baptism of the Holy Spirit gives believers power to
be witnesses.

Conclusion

1. Have students consider the spiritual climate of your church. Does it need a revival?
What are some of the signs?

2. Have students consider the spiritual climate of your community, the whole region, the
country. Where does revival seem to be happening? What are students doing to
encourage revival?

3. Take time to pray for revival, that God will raise up men and women to spark revival
where it is needed and where men’s hearts are stirred.

Assignment for Next Session

1. Assign Lesson 3, “What the Church Is.” Encourage the students to read all the
Scripture verses cited in the lesson and complete the exercises.

2. Have students memorize 1 Corinthians 12:13, “For we were all baptized by one
Spirit into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free, and we were all given the
one Spirit to drink” (NIV).

APPLYING THE
LESSON
(5 minutes)
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SESSION PURPOSE

3
SESSION

This session will help the student to understand the biblical meaning of the word
“church,” relate the local congregation to the universal church, and explain the
supernatural nature of the church.

Personal Preparation

1. Begin with prayer. Pray for wisdom in teaching this lesson. Pray for your students
individually and collectively. Pray that they will be receptive to God’s Word.

2. Continue to give time to personal devotions. Remember that your role is not
merely to dispense information about God and His Word. Your great responsi-
bility is to draw your students into God’s Word following your own example. This
will draw them closer to God and help them hear from God. As a role model, you
teach by your personal habits and life-style even more than by your words.

Lesson Preparation

1. Work through the study guide assignment Lesson 3 (pp. 38-49). Note the
objectives. Add any of your own that you would like to.

2. Look up all the Scripture verses in the study guide and this manual and be able
to give their meaning.

3. Review the lesson plan below and select those learning activities that best fit your
goals and available time. Carefully plan the amount of time spent on each part of
the lesson. You may be finding that you need to monitor the time spent in
discussion so that you can cover all the points of the lesson. On the other hand,
the Holy Spirit may lead in a different way than you had planned.

4. Materials you will need for this lesson include Visual Aid TC 3-1 and photocopies
of the Exercise Sheet for Lesson 3. Also make copies for your students of the
Student Questionnaire located at the back of this manual.

Optional Preparation

1. If you have the ICI audio tapes for this course, listen to Lesson 3. You may want
to play selected portions to your class.

2. Complete the Instructor Questionnaire located at the back of this manual. Plan to
do this again as the course progresses. Note areas of strength and weakness and
find ways to improve upon past sessions.

STEPS IN
PREPARATION
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a. Review of the last session (5 minutes).
b. Audio presentation for Lesson 3 (5-15 minutes).
c. Student Questionnaire (5 minutes).

At the end of this session, have your students complete the
questionnaire anonymously. This will give you an idea of
how they view the course at this time, and give you an
opportunity to strengthen any weaknesses you discover.

OPTIONAL
ACTIVITIES

Introduction (pp. 38-39)

1. Read Jesus’ words in Matthew 16:18, “I will build my church.” Explain that the
word “church” has many meanings. For example, in Lesson 1, it meant “God’s
people.” In Lesson 2, it was used to describe the visible organization. Both
meanings are biblical and are therefore correct. In this lesson we will concentrate
on what Jesus had in mind when He used the word “church.”

2. Pass out slips of paper to each student and have them write as many usages of the
word “church” as they can in three minutes. List their responses on the chalkboard
and identify the word picture for each. For example:

Usage Word Picture

a. Our church needs new carpeting. a. Building
b. Our church believes Jesus is the Son of God. b. Denomination
c. Church begins at 10:00 a.m. c. Worship service

THE MEANING OF THE WORD CHURCH (pp. 40-42)

Objective 1. Define the word church in its Greek, Jewish, and Christian contexts.
(p. 40)

Its Jewish Context

1. Examine the immediate context of Jesus’ words to Peter in Matthew 16:18. Ask,
“What had Peter said that prompted Jesus to make this statement?” Answer: Peter
had just blurted out his confession of belief: “You are the Christ, the Son of the
living God” (v. 16). The context of Jesus’ statement is that He had found in Peter
a true believer, and on such He could build His “church.”

2. Explain that in Hebrew, the word qahal (pronounced Kahal) means God’s people
called together in order to hear or act for God (see Deuteronomy 18:16; Judges
20:2). Write this definition on the chalkboard and underline the words “called”
and “together.”

3. Comment that Jesus’ words to Peter were prophetic because He foresaw the
creation of a new people assembled together. Membership in this assembly or
church would be based not on one’s Jewish ancestry but on real confession of
who Jesus is~the Christ (Messiah), the Son of the living God.

APPROACHING
THE LESSON
(5 minutes)

EXPLORING THE
LESSON
(50 minutes)
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Its Greek Context

1. Explain that the Greek equivalent to qahal is ekklesia, meaning in Paul’s day the
convened assembly of people. Such an assembly consisted of all the citizens of
the town. It met to conduct important business such as elections, making policy,
declaring war, raising money, and so forth. All citizens had equal rights and equal
responsibilities. Thus, for the secular Greek city state, the word ekklesia meant the
assembly of free citizens who were called out of their homes and places of
business for the purpose of hearing and acting on matters of public interest.

2. Define the church as God’s assembly. He is the One who has called it into being.
Its members are the free citizens of the kingdom of God summoned by the Holy
Spirit to assemble together to hear from God and act for Him.

3. Have students share their answers to the “For You to Do” exercises on pages 40-
41 of the study guide.

Its Christian Context

1. Explain that the Old Testament clearly foretold the inclusion of the Gentiles into
the people of God. Have volunteers read these passages:

Genesis 22:18 ~ through Abraham’s offspring all nations on earth would be
blessed

Psalm 22:27-28 ~ all nations would worship the Lord

Isaiah 11:10 ~ the nations would rally to the Root of Jesse

Isaiah 52:15 ~ the blood of the Messiah would be sprinkled on many nations

Zechariah 2:11 ~ many nations will be joined with the Lord

Malachi 1:11 ~ God’s name would be great among the nations

Matthew 12:21 ~ the nations would hope in Messiah’s name

a. Ask, “What are these prophecies saying?” Answer: The Gentile nations
would one day turn to the Lord.

b. Display Visual Aid TC 3-1, “Ingrafted Branches.” Comment that in Romans
9-11 Paul shows how the branches of the Israel olive tree were broken off
because of unbelief and wild olive shoots of believing Gentiles are now
grafted in by faith (see 11:17-21).

c. Comment that this olive tree with its ingrafted branches is a picture of the
church. Recall that initially the church consisted largely of believing Jews.

2. Explain that when the early Christians called their meetings “the church” or “the
assembly,” they meant the people who confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of the living God.

THE NATURE OF THE CHURCH (pp. 43-45)

Objective 2. Relate the local congregation to the universal church. (p. 43)

1. Group exercise: Divide your students into groups of 4 or 5 and hand out copies
of the Exercise Sheet for Lesson 3. Comment that the writers of the New
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Testament used many types, names, and symbols to describe the church. Have each
student in each group look up an equal number of passages and share the information
with the group. Allow only ten minutes for this. If the students need more time, make
it a homework assignment. Check their answers with those at the end of this lesson
plan.

2. Refer to Galatians 3:28 and observe the three distinctions which had considerable
importance in Judaism. No doubt Paul was brought up to be thankful for the fact
that he was a Jew, not a Greek, a free man, not a slave, a man, not a woman.
Significantly, all three groups~Greeks, slaves, and women~were barred from
certain religious privileges. But after his conversion, Paul learned that these
distinctions are all done away with in Christ. Ask, “What is Paul saying about the
nature of the church in this verse?” Answer: All who are in Christ are one. All are
equal at the foot of the Cross.

3. Explain that this emphasis on the nature of the church as one began with Jesus
Himself. See His prayer for the church in John 17.

4. If time permits, have students do the “For You to Do” exercises on pages 44-45
of the study guide.

THE RELATIONSHIPS OF THE CHURCH (pp. 45-48)

Objective 3. Explain the relationship of the church to each member of the Trinity
(The Father, The Son, and The Holy Spirit). (p. 45)

The Father

1. Write on the chalkboard, “The church is the eternal purpose of God.” Have
volunteers read the following passages which comment on this purpose and
specify what each one says:

Scripture God’s Purpose as It Relates to the Church

Ephesians 3:5; Purpose hidden in Old Testament times
Romans 16:25-26
Ephesians 1:1-6 Purpose revealed with Christ’s coming
Ephesians 3:8-11 Purpose realized in Christ and His church
Ephesians 3:10-11 Purpose is eternal
2 Timothy 1:9 Purpose is gracious

2. Refer to 1 Thessalonians 1:1, “To the church of the Thessalonians in God the
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ” (italics added). Point out that the phrase “in God
the Father” means the Christian community (that is, the church) brought into
being by God and its vital union with Him. Stress that the church, then, is called
forth by God.

The Son

1. Continue the discussion of 1 Thessalonians 1:1 by focusing on the concluding phrase,
“To the church of the Thessalonians in...the Lord Jesus Christ” (italics added).  Ask,
“What have we said thus far about Christ’s relationship to the church?” Answer: It is
His because He purchased it by His blood shed at Calvary.
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2. Ask, “Why is the personal name Jesus sandwiched between ‘Lord’ and ‘Christ’?”
Answer: Jesus has been given by God the title “Lord,” “the name that is above
every name” (Philippians 2:9). As Lord, Jesus is Head of His church as well as
of every believer. The church “in . . . Christ” means that believers participate in
His risen life and are members in His body. Stress that the church, then, is
identified with Christ.

The Holy Spirit

1. Summarize Acts 1 in this way: Christ, the Head of the church, returns to the Father.
In Christ, “all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form” (Colossians 2:9). In
other words, in Christ are all ministries, gifts, graces, spiritual fruit, and power.
These are to be manifest in His body, the church.

2. Comment that in Acts 2 we see the promised Holy Spirit descending from heaven
to invest the 120 believers with these gifts, graces, and so on. These we see
manifested in many ways in the following chapters. The church is indwelt and
energized by the Spirit to carry on the ministry of Jesus. Without the Spirit, all is
empty, lifeless, and fruitless. Stress that the church, then, is filled with the Spirit.

Conclusion

1. Ask, “In view of our discussion, what does the church now mean to you?” Allow
several students to respond.

2. Comment that being called to be a part of Christ’s church should evoke praise and
profound gratitude. We did not choose to come together under Christ’s lordship.
Rather, God called us to Himself~to listen to His voice, to be empowered and
gifted by His Spirit, “to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us
to do” (Ephesians 2:10).

Assignment for Next Session

1. Assign Lesson 4, “How I Can Be a Part of God’s Church.”

2. Have students memorize Acts 16:30-31, “He then brought them out and asked,
‘Sirs, what must I do to be saved?’ They replied, ‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and
you will be saved~you and your household’ ” (NIV).

3. Dismiss the students with prayer.

ANSWERS TO EXERCISE SHEET

1. The House of the Lord

2. The True Israel of God

3. The Olive Tree

4. The Mystery Kingdom

APPLYING THE
LESSON
(5 minutes)
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5. The Sons of God

6. The New Jerusalem Bride City

7. The Royal Priesthood

8. The Flock of God

9. The Army of the Lord

10. The Church or the Assembly

11. The Body of Christ

12. The Royal Seed of Abraham

13. The Overcomers

14. The Church of the Firstborn

15. The Holy Nation

16. The Golden Lampstand

17. God’s Husbandry

18. Mount Zion

19. The Pillar and ground of truth

20. The Vine and Branches

21. The Bride of Christ

22. The Light of the World

23. God’s chosen people
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SESSION PURPOSE

4
SESSION

This session will help the student know man’s responsibility and God’s work in
salvation and recognize four biblical names for believers.

Personal Preparation

1. Pray that the Holy Spirit will guide your preparation as you seek to lead your
students in a closer walk with God.

2. Pray for your students’ individual needs and growth in the Lord.

Lesson Preparation

1. Work through the study guide assignment Lesson 4 (pp. 50-63). Note the lesson
outline and objectives. Add any objectives you think appropriate.

2. Meditate on each Scripture verse for this lesson.

3. Review the lesson plan below and select those activities that best fit your goals.

4. Materials you will need include Visual Aid TC 4-1.

Optional Preparation

If you have the ICI audio tapes for this course, listen to Lesson 4.

STEPS IN
PREPARATION

a. Review of the last session (5 minutes).
b. Audio presentation for Lesson 4 (5-15 minutes).

OPTIONAL
ACTIVITIES

Introduction (pp. 50-51)

1. Summarize briefly what we have studied thus far about God’s plan for the church,
the history of the church, and the meaning of the word “church.”

2. Ask, “What must a person do when he becomes a part of a group?” You or
someone in your class might belong to a club or civic organization. Share the

APPROACHING
THE LESSON
(5 minutes)



Session Four—How Can I Be a Part of God's Church 27

things that one must do to become part of it. What does the club or organization
expect of its members? List these on the board. In the course of the discussion,
explain why becoming a part of a group is an important part of life. Identify the
benefits of belonging.

3. Emphasize to your students that if they have accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as
their personal Savior, then they and you are members of Christ’s church.

MAN’S RESPONSIBILITY (pp. 52-56)

Objective 1. Explain the biblical meaning of the words repentance, conversion,
and belief. (p. 52)

Repentance (pp. 52-53)

1. Ask, “What is the key difference between the church and any other group or
organization or institution?” The response you are looking for is that the church
is not man’s idea but God’s. Emphasize that many people inside and outside the
church do not understand this critical distinction. Someone may say, “But why,
then, are so many in the church so unChristlike? Why is there hypocrisy in the
church?” Comment that Jesus addressed this very issue in the parable of the
weeds in Matthew 13:24-30.

a. Have your students read this parable and ask, “What is Jesus saying to us
about His church?” Answer: In the local church there is evil as well as good,
unrighteousness as well as righteousness, “churchianity” as well as Christi-
anity, falseness as well as genuineness. This is true not only of every church
but also of every heart. So Jesus is saying, don’t expect perfection in my
church until I return.

b. Comment that Jesus says something else that is vitally important. Ask if
anyone knows what this is. Answer: Don’t judge the church or the people in
it now. The day will come when Christ will make the final separation. In the
meantime, make certain that you keep yourself pure so that you will be ready!

2. Ask, “How can we be ready?” Have students define the word “repentance.” After
several have offered definitions, display Visual Aid TC 4-1, “Aspects of Repen-
tance,” and sum up the discussion by focusing on the following key aspects of
repentance:

a. There must be an awareness of sin in our mind. This comes from our hearing
the good news of the gospel of salvation. We are suddenly aware of our lost
condition and need for salvation. This awareness involves far more than
realizing that we have made some mistakes. It is a deep awareness that before
a holy and loving God we need to be saved.

b. There must be profound conviction of heart: Solomon makes this powerful
statement concerning repentance in 2 Chronicles 6:37, “if they have a change
of heart . . . and repent and plead with you.” There must be a profound inner
sense of guilt about one’s sinfulness.

c. There must be an action of the will~a turning from the old to the new. “If my
people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and
seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven
and will forgive their sin and will heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14, italics
added). Repentance climaxes in our will when we decide to move our whole
self away from sin to God.

EXPLORING THE
LESSON
(50 minutes)
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d. Comment that all three aspects of repentance~awareness, conviction, and
action~are illustrated in the Parable of the Prodigal in Luke 15:11-32.

Conversion (pp. 53-54)

1. Explain that conversion means a turning from sin and a turning to God. A key
passage describing conversion is Matthew 18:3, “unless you change and become
like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” Conversion stands for
the act of repentance. Conversion, however, expresses even more vividly than repentance
the idea of radical change. In Peter’s words, “Repent, then and turn to God, so that your
sins may be wiped out” (Acts 3:19, italics added).

2. Ask, “What does such turning stem from?” Answer: It stems from an abhorrence of
the sin that has enslaved us~old ways, old habits, old attitudes. This turning involves
a complete redirection of our life from sin and self to a new life in Christ! Conversion
is beautifully illustrated in the life of Zacchaeus the tax collector in Luke 19:1-10.

Belief (pp. 54-56)

1. Ask, “What do you believe in?” List students’ answers on the board. Point out that what
we believe in, we put our trust in. We cannot believe in a person without trusting that
person. Belief and trust go hand-in-hand.

2. Have students recite Acts 16:30-31. Ask, “What was required for the jailor to be
saved?” Answer: to believe in the Lord Jesus. Refer to John 3:16, “whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (italics added). Saving faith
means believing in Jesus Christ personally. To believe in Jesus is to put all our
trust in Him and no longer rely on self.

GOD’S WORK IN SALVATION (pp. 56-58)

The New Birth (pp. 56-57)

Objective 2. Describe what happens when the new birth takes place in a person’s
life. (p. 56)

1. Refer to Jesus’ interview with Nicodemus in John 3, noting in particular verse 3,
“no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.” Ask, “What is Jesus
saying?” Answer: When a baby is born, he leaves one world, that of the womb,
and enters another. The New Birth, Jesus is saying, is simple yet wondrous. Our
eyes are opened and we can see~really see for the first time. We are no longer
enveloped by sin. We are free. We are no longer limited by our past. We can start
life over.

2. Comment that Nicodemus apparently does not like the way the conversation is
going, and objects that such a thing (physical rebirth he mistakenly thinks) is
impossible (v. 4). It is, of course. We cannot do it. Jesus, however, repeats what
He has just said, with a difference: “no one can enter the kingdom of God unless
he is born of water and the Spirit” (v. 5). “Born of water” means that the person
must be cleansed. Born of “the Spirit” means that a person must be renewed.
Stress that a person cannot spiritually cleanse or renew himself. Cleansing and
renewal are possible only by the Holy Spirit. Jesus is referring to the power of God
to remake people. This is called “regeneration” or “new birth.”
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The New Nature (pp. 57-58)

Objective 3. Define the new nature. (p. 57)

1. Explain that by virtue of being “born again” (“saved”), we get a new nature. Have
students look up these verses which comment on our new nature:

a. 2 Peter 1:4 ~ We get God’s nature. This does not mean we become in any sense
God, only that we are indwelt by God through the Holy Spirit.

b. 2 Corinthians 5:17 ~ We get a new nature.

2. Comment that there are two evidences of being born again. Ask if anyone knows
what these are. Refer to the following verses:

a. Romans 8:15-16 gives the first evidence: the inner witness of the Holy Spirit.
b. Galatians 5:22-23 gives the second evidence: the fruit of the Spirit.

3. Read Matthew 12:33-35 where Jesus describes the new nature. Have someone
comment on this passage.

GOD’S NAMES FOR HIS PEOPLE (pp. 58-62)

Objective 4. List and define four biblical terms for believers. (p. 58)

1. Summarize the discussion on pages 58-59 concerning people who call them-
selves Christians but have not experienced regeneration. Stress that it is not for
us to judge whether or not someone is a Christian.

2. Recall the parable of the weeds. What is important is that we not allow ourselves to become
cynical or sour about people who profess Christianity but who live otherwise.

Disciples (p. 59)

1. Ask, “What are the characteristics of a disciple of Jesus Christ?” List responses on the
board which correspond to the following criteria: follower, learner, one who is
obedient, one who is committed.

2. Comment that the vine and branches metaphor used by Jesus in John 15 perfectly
illustrates how the disciple relates to Jesus Christ. A disciple of Jesus never
graduates to become independent of Jesus. Rather, as the vine and branches
imagery shows, the disciple-Maker relationship is one of permanent dependency.
From Him we draw life, both now and forevermore.

Saints (p. 59)

1. Explain that according to the Bible, we are “saints” not because of our conduct
but because of our relationship to Christ. We are made holy at salvation through
faith in Christ’s atoning death on the cross. And we are being made holy by the
work of the indwelling Holy Spirit. Paul describes our positional and progressive
holiness this way: “sanctified in Christ and called to be [become] holy” (1
Corinthians 1:2).

2. Stress that we are saints, not because of how we feel about ourselves but because of
whose we are. If we love Jesus, we are saints.
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Brethren (p. 60)

1. Explain that the church is God’s family on earth. Just as there are often brothers and
sisters in natural families, so there are brothers and sisters in God’s family. Indeed,
relationships among brothers and sisters in God’s family the church are often much
closer than in natural families. Jesus Himself experienced this.

2. Refer to Mark 3:31-35 and ask, “Why does Jesus call His disciples, ‘my mother and
my brothers’?” Answer: God’s family is a spiritual family. Membership in that family
is based not on ties of blood but on ties of belief and obedience to Him.

Christians (pp. 60-62)

1. Note that someone has said that Christians are “little Christs.” Have your students
comment on this.

2. Ask, “What does the word Christian mean in your community?”

Conclusion

1. Have several students share how this lesson has changed their understanding of
church membership.

2. Have volunteers testify how the new birth occurred in their lives.

Assignment for Next Session

1. Assign Lesson 5, “How the Church Is Like a Body.”

2. Have students memorize 1 Corinthians 12:25-26, “So that there should be no
division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other.
If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part
rejoices with it” (NIV).

3. Dismiss the students with prayer.

Those students who have enrolled to receive a certificate for complet-
ing this course should complete the Student Report, Answer Sheet 1, for
Lessons 1-4. Keep these to mail to the ICI office along with Answer Sheet
2 at the end of the course.

APPLYING THE
LESSON
(5 minutes)
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SESSION PURPOSE

5
SESSION

This session will enable the student to compare the body of Christ to a human
body and explain the relationship between the church and Christ, its own members,
and the world.

Personal Preparation

1. Pray for God’s guidance as you prepare to teach this lesson on vital relationships
in the Body of Christ. Do not neglect your personal devotions as you spend time
studying this material.

2. Pray for your students by name that God would meet their needs and help them
grow in grace.

Lesson Preparation

1. Work through the study guide assignment Lesson 5 (pp. 64-75). Note the
objectives and add any that you feel are appropriate.

2. Meditate on each verse used in this lesson so that you will be able to explain it to
your students.

3. Review the lesson plan below and select those learning activities that best fit your
goals and available time.

4. Materials you will need include Visual Aid TC 5-1, TC 5-2, TC 5-3, and
photocopies of the Exercise Sheet for Lesson 5.

Optional Preparation

If you have the ICI audio tapes for this course, listen to the discussion for
Lesson 5.

STEPS IN
PREPARATION

a. Review of the last session (5 minutes).
b. Audio presentation for Lesson 5 (5-15 minutes).

OPTIONAL
ACTIVITIES
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Introduction (pp. 64-65)

1. Comment that someone has counted more than 200 names of the church in the New
Testament. Display Visual Aid TC 5-1 to illustrate some of these names and remind
the students of their exercise in Lesson 3 looking up names and symbols of the church.

2. Note that in this lesson we will discuss only one of these~the church is like a “body.”
Have students recite 1 Corinthians 12:25-26.

CHRIST AND THE CHURCH (pp. 66-69)

Christ the Source of Life (pp. 66-67)

Objective 1. Explain where the church gets its spiritual life. (p. 66)

1. Ask, “What is the relationship of our head to our body?” Answer: Our head controls
our body and gives it life. Refer to Colossians 1:18 on page 66 of the study guide and
make these points:

a. Headship over the body (the church) refers to Christ’s control over His people. He
is the Good Shepherd.

b. The church (the body) is absolutely dependent upon Christ (the Head) for its
life and power.

2. Have your students read Colossians 2:10-15. Explain that the Christian is
complete in Christ which includes the following: (1) “putting off of the sinful
nature” (v. 11). This doesn’t mean that we will never sin again. Rather, the bonds
of sin have been broken. We are no longer slaves to sin but are able to resist by
the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. (2) resurrection from spiritual death (vs.
12-13); (3) forgiveness (v. 13); (4) deliverance from legalistic requirements (v.
14); (5) deliverance from evil spiritual beings.

Christ the Lord (pp. 67-68)

Objective 2. Name the head of the church. (p. 67)

1. Explain that Christ is not only the source of life for the church; He is also the Lord
of the church. Refer to Ephesians 5:23 where Paul draws an analogy between the
relationship of Christ to His church and that of a husband to his wife. His point
is that the church must submit to Christ.

2. Read Ephesians 1:22-23, “And God placed all things under his feet and appointed
him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of
him who fills everything in every way.” Note three key words in this passage: (1)
“head” refers to Christ’s authority over the church, His power exerted in the church, and
His presence in the church; (2) “body” refers to a living, dynamic body. The church is proof
and manifestation of the living Christ who is enthroned in heaven at the Father’s right hand;
(3) “fullness” refers to the presence of the living Christ in the church whose purpose is to
manifest Christ’s love and power in the world.

APPROACHING
THE LESSON
(5 minutes)

EXPLORING THE
LESSON
(50 minutes)

Christ the Provider (pp. 69-70)

Objective 3. Explain how Christ is the church’s provider. (p. 69)

1. Summarize the discussion of Christ the church’s provider on page 69 of the study
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guide. Ask, “In what ways does Christ provide for the church?” List responses on the
board, including spiritual leadership (pastor, deacons), teachers, helpers, finances,
ministry talent (worship leader, musicians, youth leader, etc.), building growth.

2. Share some of the memorable ways Christ has provided for your church.

RELATIONSHIPS WITHIN THE CHURCH (pp. 70-74)

Unity in the Church (pp. 70-71)

Objective 4. Explain the unity of the body. (p. 70)

1. Explain that the purpose of Christ is not merely to change the lives of individuals, but
to build a new community. We are, Paul says, new creations in Christ. We are joined
not only to Him but also to each other. True community recognizes the mutual dependency
of its members. Ask, “What makes for unity in a group?” Some possible responses may
include the following: purpose, interests, background, appearance, problems.

2. Comment that what makes for unity in a non-church group is different from what
makes for unity in the church. Refer to Acts 2:42 and have the students identify
the four activities that made for unity in the early church. Display Visual Aid TC
5-2, “The Wheels of Unity,” and note that these activities~the apostles’ teaching
(doctrine), fellowship, the Lord’s Supper (Communion), prayer~are like wheels
of a wagon. If one of the wheels is missing, there will be no unity; without unity,
no forward progress.

3. Read Acts 4:32, “All the believers were one in heart and mind.” The significance
of this statement is that by this time, the church included well over 3,000 people
(Acts 2:41). New converts were quickly taken into the fellowship. Explain that
lone wolf Christianity is not biblical Christianity. That’s why the writer to the
Hebrews commands, “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another~and all the more as you see the
Day approaching” (10:25). The church of God is a family in which we are all
brothers and sisters. It is a kingdom in which we are fellow citizens. We are the
sheep of one flock, watched over and cared for by one Shepherd, Jesus Christ.
All are equal at the foot of the Cross.

4. Ask, “What usually causes divisions in the church?” Answer: It is things like hurt
feelings, pride, desire for position, dissatisfaction. The root cause is often
selfishness and lack of concern for others.

Variety in the Church (pp. 71-73)

Objective 5. Identify your own gifts in the body. (p. 71)

1. Group discussion: Divide your students into groups of 4 or 5 and hand out the Exercise
Sheet for Lesson 5. After groups have completed the exercise sheet, reassemble the
students and have them report their discussions to the whole class. Refer to the answers
at the end of the lesson plan.

2. Display Visual Aid TC 5-3, “Unity in Diversity.”

Caring in the Church (pp. 73-74)

Objective 6. Describe how believers can care for one another. (p. 73)
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1. Ask, “How can believers care for one another?” To give focus to the discussion, have
your students look up these verses:

a. 1 Peter 1:22-23~love one another deeply from the heart
b. 1 Peter 3:8-9~live in harmony; be sympathetic, compassionate, humble;

don’t repay evil with evil but with blessing
c. Romans 12:10~honor one another above yourselves
d. Galatians 5:13~serve one another in love
e. Galatians 6:2~carry each other’s burdens
f. Ephesians 4:2~be humble, gentle, patient, bearing with one another
g. 1 Thessalonians 5:11~encourage one another, build each other up

2. Explain that the body of Christ is like a human body in that when one part is hurt,
it affects the whole body. This means that if someone is experiencing adversity,
it ought to concern the whole church. Recite again 1 Corinthians 12:25-26.

Conclusion

1. Comment that the following are real life situations that occur within the local body
of Christ. Have your students express how they would respond to each: (1) The
pastor is in the hospital recovering from surgery. (2) The lady who has cleaned
the church for years feels unappreciated. (3) The father of a new family in the
church has lost his job. The mother and children attend faithfully but he doesn’t
come. (4) The man who always brings neighbor children to Sunday school is
seriously ill. No one else in the church lives close by.

2. Have your students do the “For You to Do” exercise on pages 72-73 of the study
guide. Other lists of gifts are found in 1 Corinthians 12:8-11, 28.

Assignment for Next Session

1. Assign Lesson 6, “What the Church Does for Itself.”

2. Have students memorize 1 Corinthians 14:26, “When you come together,
everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an
interpretation. All of these must be done for the strengthening of the church”
(NIV).

3. Dismiss your students with prayer.

ANSWERS TO EXERCISE SHEET

1. No! Each is as important as the others. Just because one gift is more public than
another does not mean that it is somehow superior.

2. The Holy Spirit gives the gifts as He determines for the common good.

3. No, since the Holy Spirit in His wisdom apportions gifts as He sees fit and God
has arranged the parts in the body as He wants them to be, how can we feel
negative.

4. No. In fact, special honor is due to those whose functions are less honorable. An
example of this is the person who cleans the church week after week in obscurity.

APPLYING THE
LESSON
(5 minutes)
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SESSION PURPOSE

6
SESSION

This session will help the student practice biblical fellowship and edification and
grow in sanctification. It is important that the student understand his responsibility to
other believers.

Personal Preparation

1. This is an important lesson. Pray that the Holy Spirit will reveal any areas of your
own life that you need to commit to God.

2. Pray that God will do a work in each student’s life as he takes God’s Word
seriously in the areas highlighted in this lesson.

Lesson Preparation

1. Work through the study guide assignment Lesson 6 (pp. 76-85). Note the
objectives.

2. Meditate on each verse used in this lesson.

3. Review the lesson plan below and select those activities that best fit your goals.

4. Materials you will need include copies of Exercise Sheet for Lesson 6. Also make
copies of the Student Questionnaire for your students.

Optional Preparation

1. If you have the ICI audio tapes for this course, listen to Lesson 6.

2. Complete the Instructor Questionnaire at the back of this manual. Compare the
results with your previous results. Note any areas of weakness or improvement.

STEPS IN
PREPARATION

a. Review of the last session (5 minutes).
b. Audio presentation for Lesson 6 (5-15 minutes).
c. Student Questionnaire (5 minutes).

At the end of the session, have your students complete the
questionnaire anonymously. Compare the results of this
questionnaire with the results the first time. Note any areas
needing to be strengthened.

OPTIONAL
ACTIVITIES
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Introduction (pp. 76-77)

1. Write on the chalkboard, “What kind of religion does God our Father accept?” After
students discuss this briefly, have them read James 1:26-27. This passage focuses on our
responsibility to others and personal growth in holiness or sanctification.

2. Comment that James has strong words about our actions. Read James 1:22-25.

THE SHARING CHURCH (pp. 78-79)

Objective 1. List ways you can practice biblical fellowship. (p. 78)

1. Explain that God created us with a desire for companionship. Genesis 2:18 states, “It
is not good for the man to be alone.” We see that in the very beginning, the need for
fellowship was a basic part of creation. To meet this need for companionship, God has
ordained two institutions: the family and the church. The apostle Paul talked a lot about
fellowship in the church. Look up Philippians 1:5; 2:1; 3:10; 4:14-15.

2. Give your students this multiple choice question:

The Christian church is a
a) collection of people.
b)congregation.
c) community of saints.
Answer: c.
a. Explain that a stadium full of people is a collection or a congregation gathered for

a given purpose for a given amount of time; they then disperse until the time for
the next event. A community, however, is a unified body of individuals. Paul
expresses this idea in Romans 12:5, “so in Christ we who are many form one body,
and each member belongs to all the others.”

b. Ask, “Why does Paul say, ‘each member belongs to all the others’?” “How
can this be?” Answer: We are interdependent~individual parts of the body
cannot function in isolation from the others. All who are in Christ belong not
only to Him but also to each other.

3. Write on the chalkboard the definition of “fellowship” from page 78 of the study
guide: “friendship, helping, and sharing.” Ask these questions:

a. “What do you look for in a friendship?”
b. “Is there something better in having a friend who is a believer as opposed to

one who is not a believer?”
c. “Do you expect more from a Christian friend than from one who is not a

Christian?”
d. “Where does ‘helping’ come into a friendship?”

4. Explain that “sharing” is deep and personal. Sharing does not come easily for
many people. Perhaps their confidence has been betrayed by someone, and now
they are very reluctant to open up. Sharing seems to come more easily to women
than to men. Ask these questions:

a. “What kind of experiences can we share most easily as Christians?” The most
obvious ones are: how we came to salvation, what Christ has done for us, and
what He means to us now.

b. “What is the value of having more than one Gospel in the New Testament?”
We would miss much in our knowledge of Christ with only one. Though the

APPROACHING
THE LESSON
(5 minutes)

EXPLORING THE
LESSON
(50 minutes)
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four Gospels tell the same story, each does so from a different perspective and with
a different emphasis. The point is that just as each Gospel writer had a different
approach, each believer has a unique experience in Christ. Each is learning new
things as he/she grows in grace and in knowledge.

c. “What is the value of sharing our common faith in Christ?” We learn more
about the person sharing. Their testimony may give us new insights in God’s
dealings with us or a word of truth that the Holy Spirit will quicken to us in
our time of need. Read what Paul says about the importance of sharing our
faith in Philemon 6. Only by sharing our common experience in Christ do we
come to realize the greatness of Christ and what we have in Him. Sharing
provides mutual strengthening of the body of Christ.

5. Caution students that sharing does not mean telling everybody all about our-
selves. It does mean openness to the Holy Spirit to tell other believers our trials
and our triumphs. The triumphs should receive as much emphasis as the trials.

THE STRENGTHENING CHURCH (pp. 79-81)

Objective 2. Describe ways you can practice biblical edification. (p. 79)

1. Explain how the terms “fellowship” and “edify” are related, as discussed on page
79 of the study guide. “Edify” literally means “to build” or “to build up.”
Significantly, all references to this word except one are from Paul’s letters. He was
very concerned about the building up of the faith and love of individual believers
and churches: “Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to build him
up” (Romans 15:2, emphasis added) and “the authority the Lord gave us for
building you up rather than pulling you down” (2 Corinthians 10:8, emphasis
added).

2. Ask, “What do you think is the foundation of true fellowship and edification?”
Answer: It is love. Have your students look up Romans 12:10, “Be devoted to one
another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.” Focus on the
word “devoted,” pointing out that it denotes very strong family love. This is not
surprising since we are members of God’s family. Then focus on the outworking
of this family love: placing others before ourselves.

3. Group discussion: Divide the students into groups of 4 or 5 each and hand out
copies of Exercise Sheet for Lesson 6. Inform the students that they will be
thinking of practical ways to express love to others as described in various
passages of Scripture. Define these two terms before they begin the group work:

a. “Acceptance” is based not on outward appearances but on an inward reality.
Sometimes outward appearances which may appear unattractive mask an
inward beauty of spirit. We need to ask the Lord to help us see certain persons
as He sees them.

b. “Concern” means care and denotes primarily physical and material caring.
Skit: Either perform the following yourself or ask a student ahead of time to
prepare to do it. Imagine a darkened room at night and proceed to walk across
it, stubbing your toe on a chair. Immediately, your hand reaches down to the
injured toe to caress and soothe it and relieve its pain. Ask your students to
observe what has happened:
(1) The hand did not tell the toe, “You deserved that,” or “You should have

been more careful.”
(2) The pain felt by the toe was felt by the entire body. Likewise, there is no such

thing as isolated pain in the local church.
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(3) The body immediately rushed to the aid of one of its injured members.
Likewise, the body of Christ should rush to the aid of one of its hurting
members.

After students have completed their group discussions, reassemble the class and
have them share their ideas.

4. Recite together 1 Corinthians 14:26.

THE SANCTIFYING CHURCH (pp. 81-85)

Objective 3. Define sanctification and explain our responsibility in this.

1. Observe that the word “sanctify” is related to the word “saint,” and means “to be
set apart” for God. Christians are set apart for God’s use. Christ is our sanctifica-
tion (1 Corinthians 1:30) and the church is sanctified (Ephesians 5:25-26). Stress
that sanctification has nothing to do with how we feel about ourselves. Sanctifi-
cation or “sainthood” is a status conferred on us at conversion. Write STATUS
CONFERRED on the chalkboard or other writing surface. Refer to 1 Corinthians
1:2. Though Paul found much in the Corinthian believers to criticize, he still called
them “sanctified.” Why? Not because of their conduct or character, but because
of their relationship with Christ; they were “in Christ.”

2. Explain further that sanctification is a lifelong process. Write LIFELONG
PROCESS on the chalkboard. Have volunteers read 1 Peter 1:16; Ephesians 1:4;
Philippians 3:12. Then refer to the following passages and ask these questions:

a. Ephesians 5:25-27. “How is Christ preparing His bride, the church, for His
return?” Answer: He is purifying her, not instantaneously, but over time.

b. 1 Corinthians 11:31-32. “What will happen if we examine our own lives and
correct our own sinful actions and attitudes?” Answer: God will not condemn
us for these sins.

c. Hebrews 12:5-11. “What is the writer telling us about the purpose of God’s
correction?” Answer: It teaches us to fear God (reverential awe) and it is for
our growth in holiness.

3. Finally, comment that we are to admonish one another (see Romans 15:14;
Colossians 3:16) by seeking ways to “spur one another on toward love and good
deeds” (Hebrews 10:24). In other words, if we see a brother or sister slipping back
into sin and/or dropping out of fellowship, we need to encourage them and not
gossip about them behind their backs. Remember, love is the foundation of true
fellowship and edification.

Conclusion

1. Comment that according to one study, if a person doesn’t develop a friendship
within the first month of attending a new church, he/she will likely leave the
church.

a. Have your students reflect on this and share any experiences they are familiar
with.

b. Have students consider the fellowship they are experiencing, if any, in the
church and identify the fellowship opportunities that exist.

2. Challenge your students to ask God what they can do to build up the church. Describe

APPLYING THE
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the “caring” ministries of your church to its members. Hopefully these are to all
members, not just those on the membership roll.

3. Remind students that they personally are responsible to encourage a brother or sister
who is falling back into unChristlike attitudes and behavior. Pray that the Holy Spirit
would guide them in carrying out this responsibility.

Assignment for Next Session

1. Assign Lesson 7, “What the Church Does for the World.”

2. Have students memorize Matthew 28:19-20, “Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you” (NIV).

3. Dismiss your students with prayer.

ANSWERS FOR EXERCISE SHEET

It would be best to provide personal illustrations for each passage, but if this is not
possible you may refer to these New Testament examples:

1. The story of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37.

2. Peter’s acceptance of Cornelius, a Gentile, into the family of God in Acts 10.

3. The collection from churches in Macedonia and Corinth for the poverty-stricken
church in Jerusalem in 2 Corinthians 8.

4. Paul’s forgiveness of Mark in later ministry as implied in 2 Timothy 4:11 (see Acts
15:36-40 for the background of this).
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This session will help the students understand how and why they are to evangelize
the world, which involves opposing evil, announcing the gospel, sending workers,
and supporting workers.

Personal Preparation

1. Seek the Lord’s help as you prepare to teach this important lesson on reaching the
lost. Ask the Holy Spirit to search your heart regarding your own obedience to
Christ’s command in Matthew 28:19-20. Pray for renewed commitment to lead
others to Christ and disciple them.

2. Pray for your students that they will catch the vision of personal evangelism. This
is essential to the growth of the church, both spiritually and numerically.

Lesson Preparation

1. Work through the study guide assignment Lesson 7 (pp. 86-97). Focus on the
outline and objectives.

2. Meditate on each Scripture passage in the study guide and this manual.

3. Review the lesson plan below and select those learning activities that best fit your
goals and available time.

4. Materials you will need include Visual Aids TC 7-1, TC 7-2, and slips of paper.

Optional Preparation

If you have the ICI audio tapes for this course, listen to the discussion for
Lesson 7.

SESSION PURPOSE

7
SESSION

STEPS IN
PREPARATION

a. Review of the last session (5 minutes).
b. Audio presentation for Lesson 7 (5-15 minutes).

OPTIONAL
ACTIVITIES
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Introduction (pp. 86-87)

1. Comment that the focus of the last two lessons was on the believer’s responsibili-
ties to other believers. By contrast, the focus of this lesson is on the believer’s
responsibility to unbelievers. Recite together Matthew 28:19-20, the Great
Commission.

2. Explain that New Testament fellowship was outward as well as inward. Relate the
story of the small church which decided to hold an evangelistic campaign to reach
their community. After all the preparations were made, the members came to the
horrible realization that none of them had any unsaved friends. Tragically, the
people of that church had cut themselves off from the very people whom they now
wanted to reach.

3. Read this quotation: “Fellowship which exists for nothing but its own satisfaction
will wither, . . . The Christian church is the only society in the world which exists
for the benefit of those who are not members, because it always reaches beyond
itself to those still outside its fellowship. . . . The church has got to leave its own
secure borders and move out into the world. If there is no such outward movement
then the fellowship stagnates, the Spirit is quenched and withdraws himself, and
the deposit of religiosity that is left becomes a putrefaction in the lives of those
who have grieved Him” (taken from Living in the Family by Jerry Horner, p. 97).
Have your students evaluate this quotation.

BELIEVERS OPPOSE EVIL (pp. 88-90)

Objective 1. Explain how believers can oppose evil. (p. 88)

1. Have your students read Romans 1:13-14 in the Good News Version which
appears on page 88 of the study guide. Ask, “Why does Paul feel that he has ‘an
obligation’ to present the gospel to the Romans?” Explain that the word
“obligated” could very well be translated “indebted.” Answer: Paul knew that
God had revealed the gospel to him not just for his own benefit (though certainly
it was), but also for the benefit of others.

a. Illustration: Our receiving the priceless gift of the gospel with all its attendant
blessings to us is like receiving a huge amount of money that we are to hold
in trust for someone until they come of age. Until we give the money to this
person, we are in the debt of or under obligation to the person who gave us
the money. We are not free from obligation until we pass the money on! So
it is with the gospel.

b. Comment that accompanying Paul’s sense of obligation was a real enthusi-
asm. If we receive something of great value, it is only natural for us to tell
others about our good fortune.

2. Summarize the discussion of Christians acting as “salt” and “light” on page 88 of
the study guide. Emphasize that the presence of salt or light changes whatever
they come into contact with. So it is~or should be~with Christians. Our lives, our
attitudes, our actions, our words, ought to exert a godly influence upon those with
whom we come into contact. You, or some of your students, may want to share
examples of how your presence at work has changed the conversation or
behavior of your co-workers. Relate the true story of Nicky on page 89 of the
study guide.

3. Explain that there is a second way Christians can restrain evil: by their prayers.

APPROACHING
THE LESSON
(5 minutes)

EXPLORING THE
LESSON
(50 minutes)
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A powerful illustration of this appears in Genesis 18:22-33. Have your students read
this, noting that the one to whom Abraham is talking is the Lord Himself (see verses
1, 13, 17, 20, 22, 26, 33). This conversation is really a prayer. This prayer teaches us
some vital truths about our responsibilities as believers to unbelievers as well as to
those who are in a backslidden condition. Ask these questions:

a. “What was Abraham’s role in the saving of Lot and his family?” Answer: The Lord
went out of His way to invite Abraham to pray for Lot’s rescue. Abraham prayed
and his prayer was answered.

b. “What do you suppose would have happened if Abraham had written Lot off
as a ‘hopeless case’?” Answer: Abraham would not have been involved in
God’s saving of Lot. God uses those who are willing vessels.

c. “What does this episode tell us about the power of intercessory prayer?”
Answer: “For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are
attentive to their prayer” (1 Peter 3:12).

BELIEVERS ANNOUNCE THE GOSPEL (pp. 90-92)

Objective 2. Define the word evangelize. (p. 90)

1. Refer your students to Philippians 2:15-16 where Paul writes about the duties of
Christians: “Become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a
crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe
as you hold out the word of life” (italics added).

a. Observe that Paul refers to the Philippian believers as “children of God”~that
is, “saints.” As children of God, we are to live like children of God by
becoming “blameless and pure,” “without fault,” and shining “like stars.”
Note: “Blameless and pure . . . without fault” does not mean sinless perfection,
but a heart devoted to God and to doing His will.

b. Display Visual Aid TC 7-1, “Shining Like Stars.” The world is a dark place
spiritually speaking, and our presence in it forms as sharp a contrast as stars
shining at night. Our mere presence in a dark place makes a great difference!

c. Explain that “shining like stars” and living like “children of God” involves
our verbally sharing our testimony with others as we have opportunity. Each
time we do so, we are engaged in evangelism. Ask, “What is the connection
between living a godly life and ‘holding out the word of life’?” Answer: The
world equates the message with the messenger. Therefore, our walk must
correspond to our talk.

2. Stress that Jesus has commanded all His followers to “preach the gospel.” True,
He has especially called and gifted some to do this full time. But working
alongside of these are millions of believers who are reaching people that the “full-
time ministers” may never be able to reach.

3. Comment that God is committed to having His church grow, both spiritually and
numerically. Recall Jesus’ words, “I will build my church.” Growth is normal. A
church that has not grown over a long period of time is not a healthy church.
Marks of a healthy church include unity, fellowship, burden for the lost (at home
and abroad), programs designed to reach the people of the community, prayer,
worship, and preaching and teaching of the Word.



Session Seven—What the Church Does for the World 45

BELIEVERS SEND WORKERS (pp. 92-94)

Objective 3. Explain why workers must be sent out by the church. (p. 92)

1. Display Visual Aid TC 7-2, “The Commissioning Words of Jesus.” Read the passages
containing the Great Commission.

a. Ask, “What do all four passages have in common?” Answer: All contain the idea
that “all” nations or creation must and will hear the good news. Christ’s commis-
sion to the church (believers individually and collectively) is to spread the good
news to “all” peoples everywhere. This is how Christ is building His church.

b. Comment that Jesus knew that if left to ourselves, we would make little headway.
So He promised the power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8). The Holy Spirit inspires,
directs, and strengthens us to do what we could not possibly do~carry out Jesus’
Great Commission.

2. Refer your students to Acts 13:1-3 which gives us a model of how a church can
be a “Sending Church.” Review the three principles contained in these verses as listed
on page 93 of the study guide.

3. Observe that one of the most exciting things that can happen to a church as it grows
is to send one of its members into full-time missionary service. If your church has such
a legacy, share it with the class.

BELIEVERS SUPPORT WORKERS (pp. 94-96)

Objective 4. List the kinds of support which should be given to those sent out by the
church. (p. 94)

1. Stress the importance of prayer support. The missionary is involved in spiritual
warfare. Faithful intercessory prayer is essential for the success of the missionary.
In one small church I served in, part of the Friday evening prayer meeting was
devoted to praying for the missionaries the church supported.

2. Stress the importance of financial support. The apostle Paul and those who
accompanied him on missionary journeys received financial help from various
churches. The missionary and his family should have not just barely enough to
subsist on but more than enough to accomplish the work that God has called them
to do.

3. Observe that the church’s excitement in sending out its first missionary is matched
by its excitement in giving a special offering to a project that God has laid on the
missionary’s heart. This might be a church, school, orphanage, hospital, or some
other project. What excitement there is as the sending church receives reports and
photographs of the progress of the project.

4. Ask, “Does a sending church have to be large or financially well off?” Answer:
No. Illustration: A small home missions church consisting of some twenty people
held its first missionary “convention” in a cold garage. The amount of monthly
support pledged surprised everyone, especially the young missionary couple.
The little congregation remained faithful in its support through some very difficult
times. God blessed that church. Almost twenty years later, it continues to support
that same missionary family and several dozen more. A growing church is a
sending church.
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Conclusion

1. Hand out slips of paper and have your students write the name of at least one unsaved
friend or neighbor. Then have them pray for that person, asking the Lord for two things:
(a) an opportunity soon to share their testimony with that person, and (b) God’s
preparation of that person’s heart to respond positively to their witness.

2. If your church has a missions program, introduce your students to it, telling them about
the missionaries the church supports. Pray for them and challenge the students to
continue to pray for them.

Assignment for Next Session

1. Assign Lesson 8, “What the Church Does for God.”

2. Have your students memorize Hebrews 13:15, “Through Jesus, therefore, let              us
continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise~the fruit of lips that confess his      name”
(NIV).

APPLYING THE
LESSON
(5 minutes)
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SESSION PURPOSE

8
SESSION

This session will help the student learn how to be obedient to God in worship,
water baptism, and the Lord’s Supper.

Personal Preparation

1. Pray that the Holy Spirit will lead you into increased worship and praise of your
Heavenly Father on a daily basis. Reading the psalms inspires praise. Teaching
your students the value of worship will be much more effective if you are in the
habit of worshiping God.

2. Pray for your students, for their material and physical needs as well as their
spiritual needs. Pray that the Holy Spirit will draw them into a closer relationship
with their Heavenly Father through praise and worship and participation in water
baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

Lesson Preparation

1. Work through the study guide assignment Lesson 8 (pp. 98-110). Note the outline
and objectives.

2. Meditate on the Scripture verses in the study guide and this manual.

3. Review the lesson plan below and select those learning activities that best fit your
goals and available time.

4. Materials you will need include Visual Aids TC 8-1, TC 8-2, and copies of
Exercise Sheet for Lesson 8.

Optional Preparation

If you have the ICI audio tapes for this course, listen to Lesson 8.

STEPS IN
PREPARATION

a. Review of the last session (5 minutes).
b. Audio presentation for Lesson 8 (5-15 minutes).

OPTIONAL
ACTIVITIES
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Introduction (pp. 98-99)

1. Ask, “In what ways do we honor a person, say a great political leader?” Answer: We
build memorials and museums, have national holidays in their honor, have their faces
engraved on our currency, name cities or streets or public buildings after them, write
books or poetry about them, paint their portraits. Have students identify examples of
the above or of ways in which they have personally honored someone.

2. Ask, “Do we, the church, honor God in these same ways?” Answer: No, we don’t.
Why? Because none of these is appropriate when applied to God. We cannot
honor God the same as we honor a person. Moreover, God has prescribed in His
Word certain ways that we are to honor Him. Learning about these ways is what
this lesson is about.

APPROACHING
THE LESSON
(5 minutes)

EXPLORING THE
LESSON
(50 minutes)

SPECIAL ACTS OF WORSHIP (pp. 100-103)

Objective 1. Describe several ways we can worship God. (p. 100)

1. Reflect back on the first lesson in which we learned that one of the purposes of the
church is to worship God. “Worship” means “worthship” denoting the worthiness of
a person to receive special honor. You may wish to write this on a writing surface. Note
that one of the ways, then, of honoring God is to worship Him. The worst thing a person
can do is to transfer to another person or object the recognition that is due God. This
was Israel’s tragic flaw for which God repeatedly judged her. Stress that idolatry today
takes far more subtle forms. Have students identify various forms. Refer to Exodus
20:5 where God describes Himself as “a jealous God.”

2. Ask, “What is the first thing that comes to your mind when I say the word ‘worship’?”
List several of the students’ answers on the writing surface. Then give this definition
from the Evangelical Dictionary of Theology: “worship is pure adoration, the lifting
up of the redeemed spirit toward God in contemplation of his holy perfection” (p.
1192). Observe that in worship our entire focus is on God and His holy perfection. God
is first and foremost a God of holiness.

3. Display Visual Aid TC 8-1, “Expressions of Worship,” and define three forms of
worship:

a. Praise/prayer. Read Ephesians 1:5-6 and ask, “What is the reason for our
praise?” Answer: It is for His glorious grace in Christ, our salvation. Explain
that by our praising God, we are acting in the same capacity as the Old
Testament holy priests whose function was to offer unto God spiritual and
acceptable sacrifices. The church offers God in worship sacrifices of praise.
Have students recite Hebrews 13:15.

b. Singing. Read Psalm 96:2 and Colossians 3:16. Both refer to worshiping God
through singing.

c. Giving. Read Philippians 4:18 and ask, “How is our giving of finances related
to our worship of God?” Answer: Paul lays down a spiritual principle:
whatever we do for God’s servants, we really do for God, and whatever we
give is given to God. Explain that giving, in whatever form it takes, denotes
consecration to God. And God delights to accept it. Then read 2 Corinthians
9:12 and observe that when Christians give, needs are met. Because needs are
met, people praise God.
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4. Stress that true worship is not simply praising, singing, and giving. These are outward
signs of worship. True worship, as Jesus explained to the Samaritan woman in John
4:24, is spiritual: “God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.”
External ceremonies or ritual must never be mistaken for the reality of worship which
is made possible through the indwelling Holy Spirit.

THE BELIEVER’S BAPTISM (pp. 103-105)

Objective 2. Explain why Christians should be baptized. (p. 103)

1. Note that there are two ceremonies or ordinances which Jesus Christ has commanded
us to observe until His return. Ask if anyone knows what these are. Answer: water
baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Note: If students mention other things such as
confirmation or extreme unction, explain that these are additions that certain branches
of Christianity made over the centuries to God’s Word based on traditions. They are
unscriptural.

2. Define “baptism” as denoting the action of washing or plunging into water. Note that
the Christian rite of water baptism began with the baptism of John the Baptist. Jesus
Himself underwent water baptism by John at the beginning of His ministry (Matthew
3:13). Before His ascension, Christ commanded that new converts be baptized
(Matthew 28:19). This was done with all of the three thousand who were added on the
Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:41). Note: It is interesting that baptism by immersion was
the original form even in the Roman Catholic Church which over time adopted
sprinkling.

3. Describe the action of water baptism as follows:

a. First, a person must confess Christ as his personal Savior and Lord (see Acts 8:37).
Baptism as an ordinance testifies to the world that the person being baptized is a
follower of the Lord Jesus Christ. The new convert should be baptized as soon after
conversion as possible (see Acts 2:41; 8:12, 38). Note: This prerequisite negates
infant baptism which is practiced by certain branches of Christianity.

b. Second, baptism involves going into or under a body of water (any water will do)
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19).
Refer to Philip baptizing the Ethiopian in Acts 8:38. They “went down into the
water.”

4. Display Visual Aid TC 8-2, “The Symbolism of Water Baptism,” and explain that
though the ordinance of baptism is a simple one, it is full of spiritual meaning.

a. Note: There is a difference in meaning for the terms “ordinance” and
“sacrament.” Define “ordinance” as an action that symbolizes spiritual truth,
but has no power to convey grace. Note: The term “sacrament,” on the other
hand, which is used in certain branches of Christianity, refers to an act that of
itself conveys grace or merit. In Roman Catholicism, for example, the
sacrament of baptism is believed to confer salvation upon the infant so
baptized.

b. Stress that baptism is but a public testimony of an inward spiritual reality~that
the person has repented of his sins and believes on Jesus Christ as Savior and
Lord.

c. Explain that in baptism the believer is declaring to the world that he has died
with Christ (symbolized in plunging under the water) and also has been raised
with Him (symbolized by rising out of the water) to walk in newness of life.
Refer to Romans 6:4, “We were therefore buried with him through baptism
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into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory
of the Father, we too may live a new life.” See also Colossians 2:12.

THE LORD’S SUPPER (pp. 106-109)

Objective 3. Explain the biblical meaning of the Lord’s Supper. (p. 106)

1. Have a student read Luke 22:19-20 which describes Jesus conducting the
ordinance of the Lord’s Supper with the disciples the night of His betrayal and
arrest. This is the second ordinance commanded by Jesus. There are no others.

2. Group discussion: Divide your students into groups of 4 or 5 each and hand out
copies of Exercise Sheet for Lesson 8. Before the students begin their group work,
stress that the Lord’s Supper is not a sacrament which confers grace in and of
itself, regardless of the spiritual condition of the recipient. In fact the New
Testament view of the Lord’s Supper is that the elements (the bread and the cup)
can be received “unworthily.” After the groups have completed their discussion,
reassemble the students and have them share their findings concerning participat-
ing in the Lord’s Supper unworthily. Answers are provided at the end of this
lesson plan.

3. Note that the Lord’s Supper is to be observed “until he comes” (1 Corinthians
11:26).

Conclusion

1. Have students answer questions 9 and 10 on pages 107-108 of the study guide.
If any students are still confused about the meaning of water baptism or the Lord’s
Supper, review the key points of this lesson. Make sure that no one views either
ordinance as having a magical quality.

2. Have students volunteer to share their own experience of water baptism. Note: If
there are students who are believers but have never been baptized, refer them to
the pastor to set up a time when they can be baptized.

3. Have students stand and gather in a circle to read a psalm of praise, such as Psalm
92:1-8; 93; 95:1-7; 96; 98; or 100. Note: It would be very effective to prepare
copies of the psalm you intend to use (or write it on the chalkboard) so that
students could read it aloud together. Then praise the Lord together.

4. Encourage your students to enroll in the next ICI course that is being offered. A
list of courses is printed in the back of this manual.

5. You might want to plan ahead to have a brief time of fellowship with light
refreshments during the last few minutes of this session. If so, have volunteers
bring something to drink or eat.

6. Pray for your students before they leave.

Those students who enrolled to receive a certificate for this course
should complete the Student Report for Lesson 5-8. Mail Answer Sheets 1
and 2  to the ICI office for processing.

APPLYING THE
LESSON
(5 minutes)
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ANSWERS FOR EXERCISE SHEET

1. Many were “weak and sick”; some had even “fallen asleep,” meaning they had died.

2. They were eating the Lord’s Supper “unworthily” and so were “guilty of sinning
against the body and blood of the Lord.”

3. They were doing more harm than good in their meetings because of the divisions
among them and their focus on eating, not on partaking of the Lord’s Supper. The
wealthy were eating and drinking to excess in the presence of the poor who sat
at the table with nothing to eat. This humiliating activity destroyed the meaning
of the Lord’s Supper because it destroyed the very unity the meal proclaimed. The
wealthy had forgotten that this meal is unlike any other. It is uniquely Christ’s
meal, His Supper, eaten by believers in His presence (by the Spirit) and in His
honor.

4. They should examine themselves. If they judged themselves, they would not
come under judgment by God.

5. The Lord’s Supper is a memorial of Christ’s death until He returns. It is a constant
reminder and experience of the meaning of Christ’s death for us. It also reminds
us that we are members of a new community in which the old distinctions of
wealth, race, status, and gender no longer apply. The Lord’s Supper is a display
of the unity of the church.
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EXERCISE SHEET FOR LESSON 1

Choose a person in your group to be the moderator to record your discussion. The answer to Jesus’ prayer
(John 17:24) is detailed in 1 Thessalonians 4:14-17. Read this passage and answer the following questions.

1. Why do you think Paul uses the expression “fallen asleep” in verse 14?

2. Why does Paul say that Jesus “died,” not “fell asleep”?

3. What is the word we commonly use for “caught up” in verse 17?

4. What is the sequence of events that will happen when Christ returns?

5. Prior to Christ’s return, where do the saved go when they die (see 2 Corinthians 5:8)?

6. When will the resurrection at Christ’s second coming occur?

7. Read Zechariah 14:5; Matthew 24:27, 30-31; Revelation 1:7; 19:11-14; 20:1-6 and describe the second
coming of Christ.
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EXERCISE SHEET FOR LESSON 3

The writers of the New Testament used many types, names, and symbols to describe the church. Look up each
passage or group of passages below and write the name, symbol, or type that it represents. Divide the references
among the members of your group.

1. Hebrews 3:6; 1 Peter 2:5; 1 Timothy 3:15; 1 Corinthians 3:16

2. Galatians 6:16; Romans 9:8

3. Romans 11:17-21

4. John 3:1-5; Romans 14:17; Matthew 13:19, 24, 31, 33, 44-45, 47

5. Romans 8:14-17; John 1:12-14; 1 John 3:1-2

6. Revelation 21:1-4, 9-21; Matthew 5:14; Hebrews 11:10-16

7. Revelation 1:6; 5:9-10; 1 Peter 2:5, 9

8. John 10:1-4; Acts 20:20-28

9. Ephesians 6:10-18

10. Ephesians 3:1-12; Hebrews 12:22-24

11. 1 Corinthians 12:27; Ephesians 1:22-23; Colossians 1:18

12. Galatians 3:16, 29

13. Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21

14. Colossians 1:17-18; Hebrews 12:22-24

15. 1 Peter 2:9; Exodus 19:5-6

16. Revelation 1:12, 20

17. 1 Corinthians 3:9

18. Hebrews 12:22; Revelation 14:1-2

19. 1 Timothy 3:15

20. John 15:1-6

21. Ephesians 5:23-32

22. Matthew 5:14; John 8:12

23. 1 Peter 2:9; 2 Corinthians 6:16
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EXERCISE SHEET FOR LESSON 5

The unity and diversity of various spiritual gifts is described in 1 Corinthians 12:12-26. Read this passage
and answer the following questions.

1. Is any gift/function inferior to the others?

2. Who determines which gift or gifts each believer should have? See verses 7 and 11.

3. Should we feel inferior if we do not have a gift like someone else’s?

4. Do people with spectacular gifts need to be given special honor? Explain your answer.
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EXERCISE SHEET FOR LESSON 6

True love for other members of God’s family will express itself positively in practical, edifying ways. Read
each of the following passages of Scripture and identify ways to apply each one in real life situations.

1. Philippians 2:3-4, “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better
than yourselves. Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.”

2. Romans 15:7, “Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.”

3. 1 Corinthians 12:25-26, “. . . its parts should have equal concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part
suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.”

4. Ephesians 4:3, “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” Colossians 3:13,
“Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the
Lord forgave you.”
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EXERCISE SHEET FOR LESSON 8

The New Testament view of the Lord’s Supper is that the elements (the bread and the cup) can be received
“unworthily.” Read 1 Corinthians 11:23-34 and answer the following questions to see what this means.

1. What was happening to many of the Corinthian believers? (v. 30)

2. Why was this happening? (v. 27)

3. What were they doing that made them unworthy to partake of the Lord’s Supper? (vs. 17-22)

4. What was Paul’s remedy for them? (vs. 28-29, 31)

5. What is the spiritual application to us? (26, 22, 33)
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Visual Aid TC 2-1
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Visual Aid TC 3-1
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Visual Aid TC 4-1
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Visual Aid TC 5-1

Sampling of Names of the Church in the New Testament

God’s House; God’s Household

A Spiritual House; God’s Temple

The Israel of God

Abraham’s Seed

Ingrafted Branches

“My People”; “My loved One”

The Sons of God; Children of God

A Kingdom and Priests

Living Stones

A Holy Priesthood; A Royal Priesthood

A Chosen People

A Holy Nation

A People Belonging to God

The Flock of God

The Church of God

The Army of the Lord

The Church of the Firstborn

The Body of Christ

Overcomers

God’s Field

God’s Fellow Workers

God’s Building

“My Witnesses”
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Visual Aid TC 5-2
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Visual Aid TC 5-3
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Visual Aid TC 7-1
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Visual Aid TC 7-2

GO!!
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Visual Aid TC 8-1



Visual Aids 69

Visual Aid TC 8-2
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INSTRUCTOR QUESTIONNAIRE

Check whether you feel each item is “OK” or “Needs Improvement.”

                                Needs
Item                          OK    Improvement

Do students come to class prepared?

Is session attendance consistent?

Is there an adequate amount of group discussion?

Do one or two individuals dominate the discussion?

Do students seem to enjoy the sessions?

Do students participate enthusiastically in the group activities?

Am I doing more talking than I should?

Do the sessions seem to be meeting the goals I set for them?

I think the study sessions would be better if

I could improve the study sessions by

Now look over your answers to the questions above. Which are the areas that need improvement? Jot down some
thoughts on how to correct these problems and begin to implement these changes.
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7. If I could change one thing about the group sessions it would be

8. I think the group sessions could be improved by

9. Make any other comment you would like about the ICI study guide or group sessions.

STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE

The questions below are intended to provide feedback on your perceptions of our study group sessions.
Please indicate your answer for each question by placing a check X on the blank preceding the response you
choose. Be as honest as you can. You do not need to write your name on the sheet.

Date                    Today’s Lesson

1. In this session I learned
a great deal.
quite a bit.
a little.
nothing.

2. What I learned in this session was
very important.
important.
not important.
useless.

3. In regard to the amount of group discussion, I feel
there  was

too much discussion.
just the right amount.
too little discussion.
unimportant or unrelated discussion.

4. The learning activities were
very enjoyable.
enjoyable.
irrelevant.
boring.

5. In regard to my Christian walk, I find that what I 
learned was

very helpful.
helpful.
not helpful.
a waste.

6. Overall, I would rate the sessions so far as
excellent.
good.
fair.
poor.
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CHRISTIAN LIFE SERIES

The 18 courses in the Christian Life Series are arranged in three units with a total of six major subjects of study
as follows:

SUBJECT AREA UNIT I UNIT II UNIT III

Spiritual Life CL11 CL21 CL31
Your New Life When You Pray God’s Design

The Bible CL12 CL22 CL32
Your Bible How to Study John’s Gospel

the Bible

Theology CL13 CL23 CL33
Who Jesus Is Your Helpful We Believe

Friend

The Church CL14 CL24 CL34
The Church Christian What Churches

Worship Do

Service CL15 CL25 CL35
Personal Christian The Teaching
Evangelism Workers Ministry

Christian Ethics CL16 CL26 CL36
Bible Ethics Marriage and The Christian in

Home His Community
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE SERIES

The 18 courses in the Christian Service Series are arranged in three units with a total of six major subjects of
study as follows:

SUBJECT AREA UNIT I UNIT II UNIT III

Spiritual Life CS1111 CS1211 CS1311
Christian Prayer and The Responsible
Maturity Worship Christian

The Bible CS2121 CS2221 CS2321
The Kingdom, Tents, Temples, Understanding
the Power, and Palaces The Bible
and the Glory

Theology CS3131 CS3231 CS3331
Cornerstones Alive in Counselor,
of Truth Christ Teacher,

and Guide

The Church CS4141 CS4241 CS4341
The Christian Starting New Helping
Church in Churches Christians
Ministry Grow

Service CS5151 CS5251 CS5351
Spiritual Preaching and Sharing the
Gifts Teaching Good News

Christian Ethics CS6161 CS6261 CS6361
Solving Life’s People, Tasks, Abundant
Problems and Goals Living


